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CAME AND PRACTICED LAW—JUDGES MuLkpy
GREEN, WALL, YOCUM, LINEGAR, AND LANsp)

u The ethics of the Bar comprehends the duties of each of

jts members to bimself.”

HE first constitution of the State de-
Tclared that the judicial power of the
State of 1llinois should be vested in one
Supreme Court and such inferior courts as
the General Assembly should, from time to
time, ordain and establish.

The Supreme Court was vested with ap-
pellate jurisdiction, and, except in cases re-
lating to the revenue, in cases of manda-
mus, and such cases of impeachment as
might be required to be tried before it. It
consisted of a Chief Justice and three Asso-
ciates, though the number of Justices might
be increased by the General Assembly after
~ the year 1824,

The Justices of the Supreme Court and
the Judges of the inferior courts were ap-
pointed by joint ballot of both branches of
tho General Assembly, and commissioned by
the Governor and held their offices during
goud behavior until the end of the first ses-
"0 of the General Assembly, which was
{l;hgtzn oud held alter the 1st day of January

.10 year 1824, at which time their com-
4 ons expired, and until that time the Jus-
h:;:; of thG. Sn'preme Court were required to
tieg l;he Circuit Courts in the several coun-
i Such manver and at such times, and

© hove und exercise such jurisdiction

8 the -
St Assembly should by law pre
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: udges
eir officos dyp-
and the Justices of the

¢ o longer compelled t,
ourts unless required |

: Thg State was accordiI:n,s._'»'l)(rl divid(:i
lntf) four judicial circuits, within which the
Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the
Supreme Court were assigned to perform
circuit duties, which they continued to do
until the year 1824.

On the 29th of December, 1824, an act was
passed declaring that, in addition to the
Justices of the Supreme Court, there should
be appointed by the General Assembly five
Circuit Judges, who should continue in
office during good behavior, and by the same
act the State was divided into five judicial
cirouits. Thus, for the first time, tho Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court were relioved
from the performance of circuit duties, which
now devolved upon the five Circuit J udges.

The Circuit Judges, however, were per
mitted to remain in office only about {wo
the act of the 12th of January,

1827, those sections of the act of 182.4 wl(x}uch
provided for the’ appointment‘ of i.we ﬁ:{;
cuit Judges, and dividing the State ;Jntoq e
judicial circuits, were repeale.d, ffn.d t 1.3 § 5
was again divided into four judicial cm:;mi
in which the Chiel Justice and three

of the inferior courts held th
ing good behavior;
Supreme Court wer
hold the Circuit C
law.

yeu.rs as, by
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ciate Justices were again required to per-
form circuit duties.

The Justices of the Supreme Court then
continned to hold all the Cricuit Courts until
a Circnit Judge was elected by the (General
Assembly, in pursuance of the act of Janu-
ary, 1829, which declared that there should
be elected by joint ballot of both branches
of the General Assembly at that session, one
Circuit Judge who should preside at the
circuit to which he might be appointed, north
of the Illinois River. A Circuit Judge was
elected in pursuance of that act, and at the
same time the Fifth Judicial Circuit was
created in which the Circuit Judge was re-
quired to preside, the Justices of the Su-
preme Court continuing to perform their du-
ties in the other four circuits. This remained
the law uutil January 7, 1835, when the act
was repealed, and it was provided that there
should be elected by the General Assembly
five Judges in addition to the one provided
for by law. The Justices of the Supreme
Court were thus again relieved from the per-
formance of circuit duties.

The judiciary remained unchanged until
1841, when the wumber of judicial circuits
und of Circuit Judges were increased from
time to time, as the business of the courts
required.

The judiciary of the Stat was re-organized
by the act of February, 1841, which repealed
all former laws authorizing the election of
Circuit Judges or establishing the Circuit
(‘ptu'ts, thus again_ legislating out of office
all the Circuit Judges in the State. The act
fh-en provided there should be elected by
Joint ballot of both branches of the General
Assembly, five Associate Judges of the Su-
preme Court, who, in connection with the
Phief Justice and the three Associates, then
In office, should constitute the Supreme
Court of the State. At the same time the
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?ight Ammia::
Cirenit, Autie, i

and the Chief Justice and
were required to perform
those circuits. As thus g
ciary remained unti] it :rtz?rén?“ jud;.
the constitution ot 1845, '2ed by

Under the constitntion ¢
preme Court was the onlyf :;318;,:30 8n
that instrument, and the Cireuit ‘-hn::dhm
no existence except by legislativ " ad
ment. But upon organizing the indiei ot
it existed under the coustitution of 184?th
Cirenit Courts constituted a part of gy, ;.
d.icial sysm as created by the new antii u.
tion—it bemg declared in that instrumeg
that the judicial power of the State shall bq
vested in one Supreme Court, in Cirenit
Courts, in County Courts and in Justices of
the Peace, and the General Assembly is ap.
thorized to establish local inferior courts of
civil and criminal jurisdiction in the citjes
of the State.

The Supreme Court consisted of three
Judges. The State was divided into three
grand divisions, the pevple in each division
electing one Judge. The State was divided
into nine judicial circuits, whick were in.
creased as necezsity required from time to
time. In each ol these circuits the people
elocted one Judge. All vacancies were to be
filled by re-election. It required that there
should be two or more terms of the Circuit
Court held annually in each county. The
Circuit Courts to have jurisliction in all
cases at law and equity, and in all cases of
appeal from inferior courts. _

The constitution of 1870 vested the judi-
cial powers in one Supreme Court, Circu!
Conrts, County Courts, Justices of the Peace,
Police Magistrates, and such courts 8 may
be created by law in and for cities and 10-
corporated towns.

The Supreme Court consists of sevend ndges

g5 gE——
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and has original jurisdiction, similar 4o that

given by the constitution of 1848, There ia

one Chief Justice selectod by the court; four

Judges constitute a quorum, and the concur-

rence of four Judges is noecessary to a decis.

jon. The State is divided int meven dis.
tricts, one Judge being elected in ench.

The election oceurs on tho first Monday in

June. The term of office is nine yeurs.

The Legislature of 1877 creatod four Ap-
pellate Courts and provided the folluwing
districts: The first to consist of the county
of Cook, the second to include nll of th:a
Northern Grand Division of the Supreme
Court except the county of Cook; the third
to consist of the Central Grand Division, and
the fourth the Southern Grand Division of
the Supreme Court. KEach court to be held
by three of the Judges of the Circuit Court
to be assigned by the Supreme Court, three
to each district, for the term of three years
at each assignment. The Appellate Court
holds two terms annually in each district.

The Legislature in 1873 divided the
State, exclusive of Cook County, into twen-
ty-six judicial circuits. In 1877, an act was
passed, in order to provide for the organiza
tion of the Appellate Court, to increase the
number of Circuit Judges, and it divided
the State into thirreen districts and provided
for the election of one additional Judge iu
each district, in August, 1877, for two years,
making three Judges in each district, and
thirty-nine in the State.

In June, 1879, three Judges wera elected in
each of the thirtoen judicial circuits, as pro-
vided by the act of 1877.

The first Justices of the Supreme Court at
the organization of the State were J osfaph
Philips, C. J., Thomus C. Browne, William
P. Foster and John Reynolds, all ap-
pointed October 9, 1818. Foster resigned
July, 1819, and Philips July, 1822. John
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Reynolds, C©. J.. in
Wilson added to the
I}'x 1825, Wilkon, Chief Justice and
ciuted, same date, Samue] D. :
Theophilus W. Smith and Tho;
Theophilug W. Smith rosi
i H‘, had been impeached, and his trial
and acquittal were srmong the exciting events
of the early days in the State,

In February, 1841, the Supremo Conrt wis
composed of Thomas Ford, Sidney Breese,
Walter B, Seates, Samuel H. Treat, and
Stephen A. Douglas. The last named re-
signed in 1843. Ford and Breeso rosignoed
in 1842 and Scates in 1947. In 1842, Jolin
D. Caton was elected, vice Ford. In 1543,
James Sfmplo, vice Breese, Richard M. Young
was elected in 1843, and resigned in 1847,
John M. Robinson was elected March, 1543,
died April 27, same year. John D. Caton was
elected, vice Robinson; Jesse B. Thomas, vice
Douglas; Sample resigned and James Shields
appointed August, 1846. Shields resigned and
Gustavus Keorner was elected. W, A. Denn-
ing appointed, vice Scates; Jesse B. Thomas
appointed, 1847. Samuel H. Treat, Chief
Justice in 1848; John D. Caton, same vear;
Lyman Trumbull appointed December 4,
1848, resigned July, 1853; Walter B. Scates,
Cbief Justice, 1854, resigned May, 1857;
0. C. Skinner, appointed June, 1855, re-
signed April, 1838, whereupon Sidney
Breese was made Chief Justice and held the
office until June, 1878; Pinkney H. Walker
appointed, vice Skinner, and was ‘Chxef Jus-
tico until 1807; Breese wns again elected,
1861, and was re-elected 1870. ks

Corydon Beckwith was elected, vice Laton,'
January, 1884, term expired Juns of same your;
Charles B. Lawrence succeeded Bec 8173’-
1864, and held office to June, 1873;
Walkor, olected Jane, 1807, re-
dney Breese, agaln elect-

——
1822, and William
eourt in July, 1819,
Asgo-
Lockwood.
nas C. Browno.
gned Decornbor 26,

June,
Pinkney s
elected in 1876; Si
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ed, 1870, died June 28, 1878; Anthony

Thornton, «lected 1870, resigned 1873.

John M. Scott, Benjamin R, Sheldon, W. K.

McAllister were elected Jume, 1870. The

latter resigned November, 1875; John Scho-

field elected, vice Thornton, June, 1873,

and re-elected June, 1879; Alfred M. Craig,
elected 1873, to succeed Lawrence; T. Lyle
Dickey, 1875, to succeed McAllister; Pink-
ney H. Walker, re-elected June, 1876; David
J. Baker, appointed, vice Breese, July, 1878,
retired June, 1879; John M. Scott, Benja-
min R. Sheldon, John Scholtield and T. Lyle
Dickey, re-elected June, 1879; John H.
Mulkey, elected to succeed Baker June, 1879.
Under the act of 1826, wnaking five judi-
cial circuits, the Judges appointed were John
Y. Sawyer, First District; Samuel Me-
Roberts, Second District; Richard M. Youang,
Third District; James Hall, Fourth Dis.
trict; and James O. Wattles, Fifth District.
In 1829, Richard M. Young was appointed
Judge of the single district that then com-
prised the entire State.

Under the constitution of 1848, Alexander,
Pulaski and Union Counties were a part of
the Third Circuit. The first Judge was Will-
iam A. Denning, commissioned Decem{l).)’er. 4,
1848. He was succeeded by . K. Perrish,
who was commissioned January 4, 1854; re-
commissioned June 25, 1855, resigned June
15, 1859; Alexander M. Jenkins, commis-
sioned August 27,1859, vice Parrish, resigned;
re-commissioned July 1, 1861, died February
13, 1864. John H. Mulkey, commissioned
April 2, 1864, vice A. M. Jenkins, de-
ceased; resigned and was succeeded by W.
H. Green December 28, 1865. Monroe C.
Crawford, elected and commissioned June
27, 1867. -

The act of March, 1873, dividing the
State into twenty six circuits, one Judge to

| sixth Circuit.

was elected Cireuit Judge m

© N elect.
Baker, Brown ing

. I.Jnder the act of 1877, making
dicial circuits, the following hav
ed in the First Circuit:

and Harker. D. J. Baker was -

as
the Appellate Court in June, 1879 Z;E:ed to
in 1882, B gD

William Wilson at the time of hi
t.101.1 to the high and honorable Position of
Chief Justice of Illinois was but tWent(;

nine years old, and had been already fivq
year:-.a on the Supreme Bench as Associate
Ju.s_tlce.. He was born in Loudoun County
Va., in 1795. When quite youne s
father died, leaving his wi Ky
’ ng his widow with two song
a:.:d an embarrassed estate. At an early aue,
his mother obtained for him a situation ip g
store; but the young man displayed no apti-
tude for the business of mer~handising, and,
young as he was, developed an unusual greed
for books, reading every one attainable, to the
almost total neglect of his duties in the store.
At the age of eighteen, he was placed in alaw
office under the tuition of the Hon. John
Cook, who ranked high as a lawyer at the
bar of Virginia, and who also served his
country with honor and distinction abroad as
Minister to the Court of France. In 1817,
young Wilson came to Illinois to look for a
home, and =uch was his personal bearing and
prepossessing appearance that one year later,
at the inauguration of the State government,
his name was brought before the Legislature
for Associate Supreme Judge, and he camé
within six votes of an election. Within a
year, as will be seen above, he was chosen
in the place of Foster. For.five years, he
sorved the people so acceptably on the bench
as to be at this tirre chosen to the first posl”
tion by a large majority over the former
Chief Justice, Reynolds. This was the 1110_1'1B
a mark of approbation because Judge Wi

8 elevy.

be elected to each circuit. David J. Baker
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con was totally devoid of, and never in his
Jifo could wield any of tho arts of the politi-
cian or party schemer. As regards political
jntrigue, he was as innocent as a"child. He
was singularly pure in all his conceptions
of duty, and in his long public careor of
pearly thirty years, as a Supreme Judge of
Illinois, he commanded the full respect, con-
fidence and esteem of the people for the
probity of his official acts and his upright
conduct as a citizen and a man. His edu.
cation was such as he had acquired by dili-
gent reading and self-culture. As a writer,
his diction was pure, clear and elegunt, as
may be seen by reference to his published
opinionsin the Supreme Court reports. With
a mind of rare analytic power, his judg-
ment as a lawyer was discriminating and
sound, and upon the bench his learning and
impartiality commanded respect, while his
own dignified deportment inspired decorum
in others. By the members of the bar he
was greatly esteemed; no new beginner was
ever without the protection of almost a fa-
therly hand in his court against the arts and
powers of an older opponent. In politics,
upon the formation of the Whig and Democra-
tic parties, he associated himself with the for-
mer. He was an amiable and accompiished
gentleman in private life, with manners most
engaging and friendship strong. His hos-
pitality was of the Old Virginia stylo. Sel-
dom did a summer season puss at his ploatf-
ant country seat about two miles from Carmi,
on the banks of the Little Wnbash, that
troops of friends, relatives and distinguiab_\ed
official visitors did mot sojourn with him.
His officinl career was torminated w'ith.bho
going into effect of the new constitution,
December 4, 1848, when he retired bo pnvat:
life. He died at his home in the rnp.enesa cil
age and the oonsciousneés 'of a 1.1 f; ‘::r
spent, April 20, 1857, in his sixty-third yerr
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'I'.he Common Ploag Court of
ganized by law in 1857, gaq Ish
Haynie was appointed Jud e s
Harmon, Clerk vdge and John Q,

’ erk. In 1800, J. H. Mulk
was Judge and A i 2

ig - H. Trvin Clerk, The oftice
of Registor of Deods was created and th
Cler!; of the Common Pleas Court was e;:
officio Register. J udge Mulkey continued to
Preside, and Mr. Irvin was Clerk until the
court was abolished in 1869

The destructive fire that consumed Spriag-
field block in 1858, where were the court
rooms, destroyed the records, inflicting there-
by a great loss and inconvenience to prop-
erty owners. Record Books A and B and F
and H were consumed, as wore also tran.
scribed Book I, which contained transeripts
of all deeds pertaining to the ‘city. The
deeds in these records were recorded when
they could be obtained, but many could not
be found, and there is, therefore, & missing
link in the chain of many of tue record ti-
tles.

Judge Mulkey.—The bar of Cairo may be
dated as really commencing an active and
prominent existence in 1859-00. But few
local lawyers of any especial prominence lo-
cated in the county prior to that time. It
will be remembered that in the history of
the city of Cairo we had occasion to mel-ltion
the first lawyer ever to ewing out his shingle
in the county was onoe “Gass, attornoy at
law.” Tho local wits of that time said.the
namo was very appropriato to his p rofesslon':
and when they road “ Ton Thousand a Year
and becyme acquainted with Lawyer “ Gam-
mon,” they insisted that (?mmm?nl ond CI}uHs
should form & portnership. This romm.du
the writer of the first ,time he was in Robin-
gon, Crawford County, 8s ue daee dag
street, one of the most attractive signs hs

w was “Robb & Steele, Attorneys at Law.
?I?hase worthy gentlemen and able lawyers

———

Cairo was or.
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are still in Robinson, but some years ago
dissolved partnership, and the sign was taken
down. .
The conspicuous figure that has been
evolved from that large bar of Alexander
County is Judge John H. Mulkey, at pres.
ent & member of the Supreme Court. We
regret we cannot give a complete biography of
the man, and have to be content to give rather
a sketch of his mental and personal character-
istice. This necessity comes from the Judge’s
excessive timidity about appearing in pring
at all, and hence, when our interviewer
seized upon him he found him as mute about
himself as the grave. We only know from
others that he was born in Kentucky about
1823, and with his father’s family came to
Illinois and settled in Franklin County. The
family were farmers, and the Judge, being
always inclined to physical delicacy, soon
discovered that he was not specially adapted
to farm life. His opportunities for educa-
tion had been fair, and from early childbood
he was noted as a persistent reader of books—
literally devouring the contents of nearly
everything that came in his way. When about
twenty-five years old, he essayed to become
a merchant, and opened a little cross-roads
siore somewhere near the county line. He
volunteered as a private in Company K, Sec-
ond Regiment, in the Mexican war, and was
promoted to a Sergeant and afterward was
elected Second Lieutenant of his company.
When he returned from the war, he resumed
the ferule in the country schoolhouse, and
here, as David Linegar tells us, he “ read law
in the brush,” and was his own preceptor.
Afterward, he read law for some time in
Benton, Franklin County. -
He tried farming for some time, but his
success was indifferent. After his returnj
from the Mexican war, he kept a small store
in Blairsville, Williamson County, ard going

|

| partnership

unfortunately into a haop
(loaded a flat-boat that sunk on the wa

bankrupted. He then attempteq wi)g; b
ax to clear a farm, and he worked o

R L
pole "P%ulation

struggled hard, but with very poor gpee....
He removed to Perry County, ang wa:am:.
X ad .

mitt.ed to the bar ifa -1857. His father ig a
minister of the Christian Church, anq ig e
u very old man, residing in Ashley, Wash -
ingten County. This gentleman, duripe the
early yeare of his son, John H., deten:in 15
to prepare him for a minister of that churcy,
The. son.made, no doubt, a faithful effort ¢,
fulfill his father’s wishes in this respect, byt
while he was noted for his piety, his perfect
accomplishment of purposes here was not
much better than his farming or merchan-
dising.

\When admitted to the bar, he commenced
the practice, and traveled over pretty much
all the counties of Southern Illinois. He
made friends wherever he went, and his love ’
of frolic and innocent fun were strong char-
acteristics. His early backwoods life, per-
haps, made him seemn at times somewhat
awkward in his movements in the company
of young people, but his old friends in Un.
ion County insist that when visiting them
he never missed an opportunity to attend a
good, old-fashioned country dance. Heo was
plain, unassuming and fun-loving in his
young manhood, and yet he must have been
a close, hard-working student in order to
carve out the bright and honorable career
that lay before him.

In 1860, ho located in Cairo and formed 3
with Judge D. J. Baker, Jr-. '
and from this time we may date his rapri
rise to the head of the bar in Southern Illl_'
nois and thence to his present great €X'
nence as the master spirit of the Suprem®
Court of Illinois. His intellectnal gifts &
of the highest order; his gocial qualities bave
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called about him troops of l?incere and ad- | to date is given in thé Bonk £ :
miring friends. Ip the practice of his pro. The it frd maéeege( ing chapter,
fession, he strove not to rely upon the arts quaintance in the el Udfo Bnl{(jr'a ne-
of the orator, but rather' to know the law, | was thep i prd i y Pt'l‘:‘a of 1863. He
and his wonderful analytic powers of mind and they were the lg gl Elng.Mu]kuy,
crowned him master, either as an attorney | -—Baker, the e law;ermg firm in Cairo

1

before the courts, or as a Judge upon the
pench. Of the many lawyers that have
adorned by their pure lives and great genius
the bench and bar of Illinois, Judge Mulkey
will go into history as the conspicuous, pre-
eminent figure, leaving here an impress that
will never fade.

He owes nothing to fortuitous circum-
stances, fortunate surroundings or the ad-
vantages of powerful friends at court, to ad-
vance him along the highway, where youth,
inexperience and poverty are so much in need
of those adventitious aids. DBut alone, and
by the inherent strength of mental power,
he has achieved. apparently without efiort,
the prize for which so many ambitious men
have toiled and struggled so long and so
hard, and then failed to reach.

Judge D. J. Baker was born in Kaskas-
kia on the 20th of November, 1834, the third
son of the late Judge D. J. Baker, of Alton,
Ill. He graduated at Shurtleff College in
1854, carrying off the prize of the Latin
oration. He read law in his father’s office
and was admitted to the bar in 1856. He
opened an office in Cairo the same year, and
commenced the practice of his profession.
He voted for Fremont, his first vote, in 1850,
and there has been no perceptible change
in his politics since, although his real
friends and supporters, from the first day
especially of his public life, to the present,
have been the strongest kind of Democrats.

He was elected Mayor of Cairo in 1864
and served one year. In March, 1809, was
elected Judge of the Nineteenth J udicial
Oircuit. A full account of his official career

g and Mulkey, the
and this was a combination
thaut best adjusted each to his place aud thus

forme.d a strong combination. Baker was at
that time a very affablo young man, dressed
better then than he dooes now, and was noted
fc_)r baving by far the finest law offico in the
city. His whole nature was genial and
pleasant, sc much so, indeed, that the most
rabid Democrat would always forget he was
a Republican when he wanted an office.
While the girls were free to confess he was
u litile odd as a beau, yet he married the
belle of the town, Miss Sarah Elizabeth
White, daughter of John C. White, July,
1804.

The turning point in Judge Baker’s life
was when he was elected Judge in 1809.
His Democratic friends in Cairo who knew
him the best brought this about in the faith
that as Judge his success in life would be
assured. They were not mistaken. His
competitor in that election was Judge Wes-
ley Sloan, omne of the ablest Judges of his
day in the State, who had long been upon
the bench and whose chair it was no easy
matter to till successfully. Yet so well di-d
Judge Baker fulfill the expectations of his
Cairo friends in this respect that he has

held the place for all these years, am.i por-
tions of the time has been elected without

court lawyer,

opposition. .

We can pay no bigh
kindness of heart, purity of purpose, exalted
pacity of friendship and pro-
ust and upright Judge
story of his life as we

er compliment to his

integrity, te '
found abilities a8 8]
than to tell the short

have given it above.
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His father the late D. J. Baker, of Alton,
was one of the early eminent jurists of Sot_lt-h-
ern Illinois. He was among the first .vmt-
ing lawyers to Alexander County, and in an
early day was the Prosecuting Attorney of
this district. He was for many years one of
the most prominent lawyers of the State.

Judge Isham N. Haynie was of the mod-
orn bar of Cairo and of the earliest comers.
He came to this county from Salem, Marion

County. For some time he was Judge of

the Common Pleas Court of Caivo. and re-
signed that office to enter the army in 1861.
Entering sa a Colonel, he was promoted to
Brigadier General soon after the Fort Don-
elson battle. He was Adjutant General of
the State in 1865, and died in Springfield in
1866. He was known as an able and careful
lawyer, and noted for his suavity of man-
ners.

Judge W. H. Green was born in Danville
Boyle Co., Ky., December 8,1830, aad #as the
gon of Dr. Duff Green and fuey (Kenton)
Green. His father was an eminent and sci-
entific physician, and his grandfather,
Willis Green, one of the earliest settlers of
Kentucky and was the first delegate from the
District of Kentucky to the Virginia Legis-
lature, and was Register of the Kentucky
land office while it was a Territory, and Clerk
of the first Distriect Court organized in the
Territory. His ancestors were among the
‘early settlers of Virginia, and were extensive
land owners in the Shenandoah Valley.
Th_ey aitp originally from the province of
;tia:n;t.er, n Ireland., about the year 1830.

other was a niece of Simon Kenton,
c.elebrated in the early days as an Indian
fighter, and of Scotch parents.

Judge Green was educated at Center Col-..

:Jege, Danvil-le, Ky., aud without graduating,
t'acat.ne a fair classical scholar, and has al}
his life been an extensive reader of history,

belle lettres, and kept i
investigations of scifnt?;:o in:;gtl:i -
range of thought and study has
sive and profound, and, whether

judge, politician, writer for the ;:e:‘h:Zhet'
political or literary, or in social life, 'hi:; >
complisbments were variad and hig nbili';“-
of a commanding order. He was twice 5
the House of the State Genera)l As:;emblln
and one term as State Senator; a delecate tf,
four National Democratic Convca:tiong :
m—um?ly, C:hnrleeton, Chicago, New York !mc’l
Cincinnati. Has for years been a member of
the State Central Committee, and for twely,
years has been Chairman of the District Cep.
tral Committee; for the past twenty.two
years has been a member of the State Board
of Education—the only Democrat in that
body.

In 1846, the family removed to Illinois
and settled in Mount Vernon, Jefferson Coun-
ty, where his father practiced his profession
till his death in 1857.

Judge Green taught school in Benton and
in St. Louis County Mo., and in Mount
Vernon, Ill., and was during the time read-
ing law under the direction of Judge Walter
B. Scates, and he was admitted to the bar in
1852, and opened at once an office in Mount
Vernon. He continued the practice here for
one year, and removed to Metropolis, 11,
where for ten years he was a successful prac-
titioner of his profession. In 1863, he re-
moved to Cairo, where he has continued to
reside. He is the senior attorney in the 1a¥
firm of Green & Gilbert (the brothers will-
iam and Frederick), and in all the conrts of
the State this firm does a l1ading busines
and commands a wide respect. 1n 1863 he
was elected Judge of the Third Judicial
Circuit and served as Circuit Judge for tbr®
years. In 1861, he was appointed attorney
for the Illinois Central Railroad Compary’

mod orn
Bators, W,
been exten.
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which position he has held ever since except

during the interval of his J udgeship, Whep
in the popular branch of the Logislature, he
was Chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
and received that appointment from the
Speaker, Hon. W. R. Morrison, because of
bis leadership in that body, a position he
easily bheld, also, when he occupied a place
in the State Senate.

Judge Green is now in the prime of his in-
tellectual life, and already has he filled the
measure of a just ambition, not so much by
the eminence of the political or judicial p(;.
sitions he has filled, as by the unalloyed re-
spect and confidence he has inspired in all
men—political friend or foe—in the many
public and private positions of trust and
honor be has filled during the years since
his majority. As a practicing attorney in
the various cowrts, it is the very highest
compliment to his ability and integrity in
the statement above of his long connection
with the legal affairs in Southern Illinois, of
the Central Railroad, a vast corporation,
whose interests are counted by the millions
of dollars—and which cannot afford to jeop-
ardize its welfare by the mistake of the em-
ployment as its representative of any but the
best talents.

We have attempted to illustrate his varied
talents more by a brief reference to what he
bas done than by mere descriptive words of
assertion. And, as we intimaated above, his
pen was wielded by the hand of a strong and
able writer in politics, history or literature.
The writer hereof at one time (this was sub
rosa then) was associated with Judge Green
in the general editorial of a daily Democrat-
ic paper, by which it was arranged he was to
do the leading political articles, and the
writer of these lines was to do the light
skirmishing, the flying artillery, as it were,
and it is not an overdrawn assertion to say

bl

48

: ' i8 other multi-
id his work with faeil.

y in tho midst of h
abors, he d
ity and great ability.
It (iiﬂ given to but fow
varied talents g . ;
interesting abor.‘f’1 (})ft 0::: eixlf:e}l;zc:“.l }'t‘fm B
{;reat mental activity, of the hi(r}_l]l:at g
intogrity and a clear, ripe ]'lldgtl.nent.
; ' » the son o
‘R}Ezgiel;ll‘;;d I\;a;iaf H._l(Adams) Wall, of
in 1839, an;i Iocu.tZd ani]lll : f’i?re t'oé(l)llm:lﬂ
anty.
George Willard Wall was a );tudent iyn
McKendree College, Illinois, bnt graduated
at Michigan University in 1858. He then
went to Cairo and reid law in the office of C,
I. Simons, and afterward attended the Cin.
cinnati Law School, graduating in 1859, and
was at once admitted to the bar, and located
in Duquoin. In 1856, he was in the firm of
Mulkey, Wall & Wheeler—-office Cairo—
which continued for six years. For many
yoars, and until he was elected Circuit Judge,
he was the attorney of the Illinois Central
Railroad. He labored all his life under the
disadvantage of being of slight stature, and
had the smooth, beardless, boyish face that
made him look too young and inexperienced
to inspire confidence, yet his great talent
forced the way to early recognition. In
1861, he was elected a member of the State
Constitutional Convention, and @k an ac:
tive and prominent part in 1ts deliberations,
although the youngest member of that body-
In 1364, he was elected State’s Attorney for
the Third Judicial District, where he Be"‘i‘;
four years. In 1868, he was a dt.alegateIn
the National _Democratic Convention. s
1869, he was again olected to the St.ate‘ ; oof
stitutional Convention, and _by the :" 2m-
Judge Scholfield, was one of t.he - Jl:dge
bers of that strong hody:s Tacls ROV

men to possess such

order of
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of the Circuit Court and of the Appellate
Court, and in this position is esteemed by
the bar of the State as one of our ablest

Judges. : .
Rfuben Sloan Yocum, the subject of this

gketch, is descended on the mother’s side
trom English-Irish stock, his grandfather,
Col. John A. Sloan, Clarion County, Penn: ’
having been of Irish extraction, and his
great-grandmother a Cromwell. -On the
father's side, the descent is Swedish-Eng-
lish. The Swedish ancestors came to this
country in the seveuteenth century and
united later with their English neighbors,
one of the families being the Balls, of Vir-
ginina. His grandparents were married by
the accomplished scholar, Rev. N. Collin,
D. D., of Upsal, Sweden, who presided cover
the Wicaco Church, called Gloria Dei (Phil-
adelphia from 1786 til) 1831), and was the
last pastor appointed by the crown, the col-
onists having then become too thoroughly
Anglicized to appreciate the mother tongue.
Shortly before the late civil war, and while
Judge Yocum was a schoolboy, his parents
moved from Kentucky to Cairo, Ill. There
he entered the law office .of Messrs. Mulkey
& Baker, but no sooner had the lad been
fairly introduced to the ponderous para-
graphs of Blackstone than the tocsin of war
sounded and he awoke one bright April
morning to find the streets patroled and the
coramons alive with warriors of nondescript ap-
pearance. The confusion in politics affected
both social and business relations, and the
youthful disciple of law was compelled to
lay aside his ambitiouns projects and enter
- into active life, Living almost in the the-
ster of war, he very naturally became con-
nected with military operations. At the
cl?se of the war he was engaged in the com-
Iission and forwarding business., Afterward
he accepted a position in the City National

Bank of Cairo, which he relinquigheq -
1872 to enter the race for the uffice W

Clerk of Alexander County. He w:: 3:;::;
and during the term resumed his ST
the law under his old preceptor, Judge g{ l:‘Jlt
key. Admitted to the bar before the Sn-
preme Court at Mount Vernon, June, 1877
elected County Judge November, 18’?'.‘.
Since the term closed in 1882 he e ap.,
plied himself to the practice of his pro.
fession.

Judge Yocam is yet a young man, byt it
tle more than upon the threshold of life, anq
has builded wisely and well. Possessing
abilities of a high order, a reputation fo,
integrity unsurpassed, of the finest socig]
qualities, his future is most bright and
cheering, and will warrant his freinds in ip.
dulging in the highest anticipations of his
future life, which all hope may be long and
pleasant.

Judge H. K. S. Omelveny., a pative of
Monroe County, Ill., was born about 1821,
His father was one of the early pioneers
in Illinois,and was a prominent politician and
a man noted for strong rugged rense and
manly, sterling qualities.

Judge Omelveny was commissioned Judge
of the Second Judicial Circuit, vice Breese,
resigned, March 1, 1858, and served out the
term and retired from the bench, command-
ing the entire respect of all and the confi-
dence of the entire bar. He was a man of
elegant manners, pleasing address and kind-
nees of heart. A thorough lawyer and flf
high integrity, his loss was greatly felt -
Marion County when he removed his resi-
dence {o Cairo, immediately after the expird-
tion of his term of office, in the early part of
1863. When he came to Cairo, e formed 8
partnership with Louis Honk, and the new
firm at once entered upon a large and lucra”
tive practice. In 1867, Judge Omelvery
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went to Los dAngeles, Cal.,, and there in-
vested largely in roal estate, and made for
himself an elegant home, where ho Nnow ro-

Bidﬂﬁ- .
Louis Honck loft Cairo about the same

time and located in Cape Girardeau, where
he is now the possessor of large wealtl.
Hon. D. T. Linegar was born in Milforq,
Clermont Co., Ohio, February 12, 1830.
While an infant, his father's family removed
to Hamilton County, and from thence, in
1840, to Spencer, Ind. David T. here grew
to be a young man, and profiting by the com-
mon schools of the county was qualified at
an early age and commenced life as a school
teacher. He was too lazy to whip the children
to death, and the consequencs was he made
a successful and popular teacher. While
pursuing this occupation, he borrowed Black-
stone and commenced reading law, and in
1850 he was admitted to the bar in Rockport,
Ind. He then engaged in publishing a
paper for one year in Princeton—the Courier
—when he sold his printing office and en-
tered upon the practice of his profession in
that town. In 1856, he came to Wayne
County, Ill., landing in the old town of
Fairfield the day of the Presidential election.
He probably now rejoices that he was de-
prived of the folly of worse than throwing
away his first vote for President on Fremont
in that election. In 1861, he suffered the
martyrdom of heing imported into Cairo, as
- the Republican Postmaster, and after filling
this position for a term, opened an office and
resumed the practice of law. He was elected,
as a Democrat, to the Legislature in 1880,
and was re-elected in 1882, and is at present
8 member of the House, where, from his
first entry, he has been a leading member.
Linegar is not up in the books. In fact,
what is called book education has had no
attraction for him. It is said that for every
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nearly ng many mijgst
his abilitioy q a

; t
equals in Southern Iy; .Y!’G-

eit : 1No18 ga & 8p <
- };er bgfo::e 8 court, jury or upon thela ml:l::-
g8, and his friendg say of him that upon
a

moment’s notice, anc _
Ean make g greal a;iacll:lm::d 8&3;’}{80;;1;&, o
our or a day just as hig fy; % o
genial, jolly, rotund ang as plain and co{:a;-
fmon as an old shoe, and yet “scaro him 'up 5
a8 Dr. Dunning says, when a spoech ;s
wanted at a town riot, a chnreh festival, a
politi'cal meeting or in an important l;aw
case 1n court, and he has but to pull up his
coat collar, run his fingers through his hair
a time or two and rub his eyes and he is
ready to fill the emergency, no matter what
it may be.

Among the ten thousand rare and inter-
esting events in Linegar’s life, was his race
as a Republican for Congress against John
A. Logan. Of course, Linegar had no hopes
of an electior, and yet it was a labor of love to
follow Johnny all over thedistrict and literally
knife him upon every stump. Circumstances
were all in favor of John, but he learned
that with all these in his favor he was no
match for Linegar, and he soon came to fear
and shun him. Had the surroundings been
changed, as is now tho political faith of
these two men, he would bLave run Logan
into the river at the first encounter.

A ocarefully collected biography of the
manf interesting end amuSi‘ng incidents of
his life would be as interesting &s the best
romance, and We much regr_et that our space
is too limited to give them 1n ol :

Judge W. J. Allen was born ll.'.'l Wilson
County, Tent.. June 9, 1.828. His father,
Wiilis Allen, also a native of Tennessee,
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illiamso!

;ﬁﬂedwu‘::i!ll 183:, when he was elect-
od Sheriff of Franklin County. He;: wan
in the Legislature of 1838, and 1v 18.41 i
olected State's Attorney in fth cx:'cunt com-
prising thirteen of the countier of Southern
Illinois. This occurred before he had read
law or been even admitted to the bar. He
was soon after licensed as an attorney, and
became a prominent and able lawyer. He
was four years in Congress, and was Judge
of the Circuit Court at the time of his death,
which occurred on the 17th of April, 1859,
in the fifty-third year of his age.

William Joshua Allen was one of four
brothers, two of whom were lawyers. John
S. and Josiah J., and the other, Robert M.,
a merchant. The two former died; one,
John S., in early life, and Josiah from in-
juries received in the late war He was a
Captain in an Illinvis regiment.

William J. passed successfully, fought out
the difficulties of the log schoolhouse, and
was then transferred to the celebrated board.-
ing school of B. G. Roots, at Tamaroa, 111,
and afterward was deputy in the Circuit
Clerk’s office. In 1847 and 1848, he at-
tended the law school at Louisville, Ky.,
and was admitted to the bar in June of the
latter year, after which he located in Metrop-
olis, where he soon grew to be a prominent
lawyer. In 1854, he was elected to the
Legislature from the counties of Johnson and
Williamson, having removed to Williamson
County and formed a partnership with his
fathor. He served four years in the Legis-
lﬂf:llre. He afterward formed a law partner-
ship with John A. Logan. In 1859, he was
elected Judge of the Twenty-sixth Judicial
Circuit, succeeding his father to that office.
In November, 1861, he was electod a mem-
ber of the Constitutional Convention. In
1832, he was elected to Congress, vice John

11, in 1829, where

. z e L
A. Logan, rerigned fo go into the meae®
Judge Allen.was re-elected to Congrees I
served out his term. i

Judge Allen in all his positions ip Life
eminent 88 they wers—has showp Ml
manding abilities. He is a ripe scholar, 5
great orator and a just Judge.

He now resides in Carbondale, having re.
moved to that place from Cairo in 1874, 4.
duoously engaged in the practice of the lay
and whether at home or before the highes;.
courts of the nation, he finds but few equals
and no superiors.

John M. Lansden’s complete biography wil}
be found in another part of this volume. Ot
all the lawyers thut have in the past or that

now make Cairo their home we know of

none so thoroughly a lawyer who bas made
the fullest use of his books. He is a schol-
arly man in the highest meaning of the
term; a man who thinks out the great prin-
ciples of the law and applies them with
great force and clearness to a court. An ar-

gument on a point of law always comes from
his hands as complete and perfect as the

finest classic. He is an orpament to the

profession, an honor to the legal profession

of the State.

Of the many lawyers who came to Cawro
and engaged for a period in the practice of
the law we can now recall Fountain E. Al-
bright, now residing in Murphysboro; George
S. Pidgeon, of Los Angeles, Cal.; Lewis’
P Butler, Patrick H. Pope, John Linegar,
J. P. Boyd, who came from Decatur, and
after residing here a short time, went

South and died; the Munns; M. J. Inscore,

now of Anna; James H. Smith came from

Anna and is now a resident of Chicago.

The present bar of Cairv consists of the
firm of Green & Gilbert (W. B. and M. F.
Gilbert), John M. Lansden, S. P. Wheeler,

George Fisher, Mulkey & Leak, George W

.
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‘;:d william E. Hendricks, D. T. Linegar,
Walter Warden, at present County Attorney,
vice Damron Judge Reuben S. Yocum and

Albert Smit-h.
Iu 1865, there was an effort to establish
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in Cairo a regular b ATy

ranch of <
Court. The act ST of the Supreme

ou Legislatur
ditionally, and the conditious were en(:a::;

complied with, and the project fell through

CHAPTER VI.

THE PRECINCTS OF ALEXANDER COUNTY—TOPOGRAPHY AN N
E ‘ i ND BOUNDARIES — B §
SETTLEMENT—DANGERS AND HARDSHIPS OF THE PIONEERS —Vllrl A(;FLIISEll{ iy
SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES — MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, ETC. -

« For them light labor spread her wholesome store,
Just gave what life required. but gave no more."”’
— Goldsmith.

fl‘HE first years of settlement in Southern
Illinois were years of extreme privation
to the hardy pioneers, who had pitched their
tents and built their squatters’ cabins in
this then great wilderness. The land was
productive, but their modes of cultivating it
. are primitive, and their implements of hus-
bandry rude in the extreme. So, manage as
they might—toil and labor, day in and day
out—Mother Earth only “guve what life re-
quired, out gave on more.” The life they
lived was not enviable, but they bore it un-
complainingly, and the indomitable energy
of the large majority of them eventually
won for them comfortable homes.
After what has been writien in
ing chapters on Alezander County, th.ere re-
mains but little to be said of the different
precincts, without needless repetition. The
geology, the general topographicc-il features,
agriculture, Indian and pre-historic together
with other topics of interest pertaining to the
county,
a fow words
conclude the history o
Elco Precinct.—Thi®

the preced-

And now, |

division of the’

county was formerly called Hazlewood, in
honor of a family of that name, who were
among the most prominent of the early
gottlers. A considerable portion of the lanzl
is high and rolling. It is watered by Cana,
Mill and Sandy Creeks, and which afford
ample drainage. The timber is mostly oak,
poplar, ash, hickory, ete., and originally was
pretty heavy in certain sections. The precinct
is bounded on the morth by Union County,
on the east by the Cache River, on the south
by Unity Precinct and on the west by Clear
Creek Precinct. The St. Louis & Cairo
Narrow Gauge Railroad runs through the
precinct, and has added materially to the
prosperity of the people.

Settlements were tmade early in what now
forms Elco Precinct. Among its pioneers we
may mention Squire Thomas Whittaker,
Reason Heater, M Hartline, the Hazlewoods,
William Thompson and otiers. This is but

“an imperfect list of the early settlers, but
ragny of them are mentioned in the preced-
ing chapters, and ip the biographical depart-

Hence, a record here would be but

ment. )
has already been said

a repetition of what

of them.
Elco is well supplied with schools and

| churches. Where and by whom the first
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